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Profile 
 
Authorised Pilot, Master Mariner, Pilotage & Port Operations Consultant, Accredited Expert Witness. 
 
I have over 23 years’ experience in the Maritime Industry, including over 13 years as a Maritime Pilot. My expert 
credentials in Pilotage are underpinned via Authorisations held across 3 major UK port areas, encompassing a deep 
and varied range of experience, across all vessel types. 
 
I am currently serving as an Authorised First-Class Pilot in the Bristol Channel and Severn Estuary, a complex area 
notable for the highest tidal range in the UK and the second highest in the world.  
 
I have an extensive background in Marine and Port Operations, with experience as Pilotage Manager, Harbour 
Master, Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) Manager, Marine Advisor to the Designated Person under the Port Marine 
Safety Code (PMSC) and Port Business Manager, in addition to project managing a wide range of varied marine 
operational and technical projects. 
 
My seagoing experience spans all ranks to Master; sailing in command on both Ro-Pax and High-Speed Craft (HSC). 
 
 
Specialisms  
 
Specialist Fields 
Pilotage / Pilotage Manager / Pilot Examiner / Pilot Assessor / Ship Handling / Vessel Simulations /  
Harbour Master / Port Operations & Management (wet and dry) / Port Marine Safety Code (PMSC) / Vessel Traffic 
Services (VTS) / Port Development / ISM Auditor / Maritime Security /  
 
 
Education & Professional Qualifications 
Master Mariner – STCW II/2 (Unlimited)  
Pilotage Authorisations – Dover, London Medway, Bristol 
Pilotage Exemptions – Dover, Portsmouth, Boulogne (FR) 
Diploma in Port Management (DipPM) – Specialism Managing Marine Operations in Ports 
Higher National Diploma – Nautical Science 
Advanced Professional Award for Expert Witness Evidence (LETAPAEWE) 
V103/1 Vessel Traffic Service Operator 
Port Facility Security Officer, Company Security Officer, Ship Security Officer 
 
 
Professional Associations 
Board Member 12+yrs     UK Maritime Pilots Association 
Honorary Treasurer 7+yrs    UK Maritime Pilots Association 
Associate Fellow (AFNI)     Nautical Institute 
 
 
Published Work  
“Pilotage Authorisations - A background in case law”  UKMPA Member Circular 5/22 
“Ever Forward : Modern Negligence”    “The Pilot” Magazine 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Experience 
 
Current  Maritime Pilotage Advisory Group (MPAG) 

Director and business owner. MPAG is an advisory group who provide guidance on matters pertaining 
to Maritime Pilotage, with the objective of enhancing safety and efficiency in the sector.  MPAG is 
focused on loss prevention activities and in promoting the development of Pilotage standards.  
 
Leadwater Ltd 
Director and business owner - providing Pilotage services to both Competent Harbour Authorities 
(CHA), and Statutory Harbour Authorities (SHA) within the Severn Estuary, Bristol Channel, and 
Bristol City Docks.  
 
Authorised First-Class Pilot with specialist experience in lock transits, in-dock manoeuvring, navigable 
mud, and harbour towage, across a full range of vessel types including liquid and dry bulk, tankers, 
PCC, ro-ro, cruise, coasters, tug & tows. 

 
  Bristol Channel Pilots Ltd 
  Director of Pilotage service company encompassing 16 Authorised Pilots.  
 
2015-2016 Peel Ports Group 

Authorised Pilot at London Medway, covering over 100 square miles of the Thames Estuary. 
 
2010-2015 Dover Harbour Board 

Authorised Pilot (Class 1 Unlimited), with specialism in large cruise vessels. 
Pilotage Manager with overall responsibility for safe and efficient delivery of Pilotage services, 
including management of >100 Pilotage Exemption Certificates (PEC) and 6 Pilots. 
Duty Harbour Master, with responsibility for both wet and dry port operations in what is the largest 
passenger port in Europe. Full range of Port management activities including exercising the legal 
powers and duties of the Harbour Master. 
Pilotage and Navigational Risk Assessments, Marine Instructions, Advisory Notices. 
In-house Incident Investigations. PEC enforcement. 
Pilotage & PEC Examiner / Assessor.  
Marine Advisor to the Designated Person, providing expert advice to the Board. 
Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) Manager with V103/1 VTS Operator designation. 
Maritime Security experience – PFSO, CSO, SSO with enhanced security clearance. 

 
2000-2010 Various – At Sea 

All ranks to Master, sailing in command on Ro-Pax and large High-Speed Craft. 
Coastal & high-speed navigation specialist including wake/wash Pilotage risk assessments. 

  Pilotage Exemption Certificates - UK and Europe. 
  
  
Pro Bono 
I have served on a voluntary basis as an elected Executive Board Member of the professional association for UK 
Maritime Pilots (UKMPA), for over 12 years, including 7 years as Honorary Treasurer.  
Authoring of best practice guidance and advice to UK Pilots.   
Regularly involved in engagement activities with a wide range of stakeholders, up to government level.  
Responsibility for the management of group indemnity insurance portfolio for circa 500 Authorised Pilots, including 
24/7 incident support. 
 
I am an ex-committee member of the Nautical Institute (SE Branch), ex-council Member of the Nautical Institute, and 
am a current Associated Fellow of the Nautical Institute.  
 
 
Notable Work 
Marine Lead: 

 Port development & simulations  Port of Dover - £230mn marine works package 
 Vessel simulations   Royal Caribbean Cruises – Cruise “Max” concept 
 Vessel simulations   Hinkley Point C – Barge concept 

 
Consultancy: 

 Pilotage authorisations    Risk review & assessment for change 
 Vessel traffic services (VTS)  Service level assessment  
 Pilotage service (new)   Commercial agreement  
 Pilotage service (existing)  Operational restructure  
 Salvage claim    Pilotage expert advice 


