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PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Professional Qualifications: Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers (member in 

1976, fellow from 2000). 
Other Memberships:   Member of Baltic Exchange from 1976 
     Freeman of the City of London 

Liveryman of the Worshipful Co. of Shipwrights  
Member of the “Anchorites”; first Lady member and first  Lady 
President in 2015  

 
 

MARITIME WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

Jean Richards has been employed in the shipping industry since 1973 and has gained experience with 
both ship owning and ship management companies. 
 
Seabridge Shipping Ltd -Marketing Manager (1973-78) 
She was employed as assistant marketing manager for Seabridge, the large bulk carrier consortium.  In 
this role she was involved in the negotiation and servicing of contracts of affreightment; in preparing 
reports on specific markets; generally acting in an analytical support role for both chartering and 
marketing departments. She was frequently involved in doing voyage estimates and in supporting the 
chartering department on fixing the fleet and on evaluating vessels to be chartered by the group. 
 
Gulf Shipping -Development Analyst (1978-80) 
In 1978 she joined the Gulf Group of Companies as Development Analyst.  This company operated a large 
fleet of vessels both owned and chartered and had offices throughout the World.  She was involved in 
the appraisal of new business opportunities, in setting up operational control mechanisms, including 
vessel performance monitoring, and in providing senior management with a research support 
department for their varied markets. 
 
Gotaas Larsen Ltd – Manager of Strategic Planning (1980-82) 
She joined Gotaas Larsen Ltd in 1980. as Manager of Strategic Planning in their newly established London 
office.  The Gotaas Larsen Fleet included Tankers, Gas Ships, Chemical Carriers, Cruise Vessels, Dry Bulk 
Carriers and Semi-submersible Drilling Rigs.  As Strategic Planning Manager she was involved in all 
aspects of the planning function, particularly in providing cash flow and other financial forecasts and in 
evaluating the impact of different market scenarios and strategies on the future viability of the company.  
She was involved in all new business development and in every aspect of the commercial affairs of the 
company, from planning through to the implementation stage of negotiating new business.  She was 
closely involved in monitoring the cash flow situation within Gotaas Larsen at this time, particularly since 
the company was very highly leveraged with some expensive new tonnage. 
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Magma Services Ltd (1982-84)  
In 1982, backed by some investors founded a new shipping venture, Magma Services Ltd. and took up 
the role of Marketing Manager.  This company was formed to develop the concept of a "charterer’s co-
operative" and for two years she was involved in negotiating and bidding on a large number of contracts 
of affreightment for the transportation of dry cargo.  The spot market at this time was very bad and 
consequently the company was not successful in obtaining enough contract business to justify 
maintaining the organisation.  At this time she was continually in the market seeking vessels suitable for 
specific cargo needs. 
 
Fairwind Shipping Ltd and Denholm Shipping Ltd (1984-2004) 
In 1984 she joined Fairwind Shipping Ltd (formerly Fairwind Enterprises) in order to supplement the 
advisory services the company offered to banks with problem shipping loans.  The services provided 
included financial restructuring, cash flow management, creditor negotiations, vessel arrest and take-
over, auctions, mortgagee in possession and full commercial management of the asset.  Jean Richards 
was primarily involved in assessing the medium and long term viability of individual vessels or company 
portfolios (both asset valuation and trading opportunities) in order to provide assistance in the decision-
making process of Fairwind's banking clients.  The role in Fairwind covered a wide range of vessels which 
included cruise and offshore as well and the less specialised tankers and drycargo vessels. In 2002 as 
joint owner and Director of Fairwind a sale was concluded with Denholm Shipping Ltd and in addition to 
continuing as Director of Fairwind, she became a Director of Denholm Shipping Ltd with responsibility 
for structured finance.   
 
Quantum Shipping Services Ltd (2004-present) / SecondWind Shipping Ltd (2007-present) 
Jean Richards formed her own company Quantum Shipping Services Ltd in September 2004 to provide 
consultancy services which has included strategic advice as well as receiving numerous expert witness 
appointments.  Jean Richards formed SecondWind Shipping Ltd in 2007 in order to develop and grow 
services to banks with distressed shipping loans and to act as a full “defacto” Ownership and Commercial 
Management provider. 
 
 

GENERAL ACTIVITIES SINCE 1984 
 
In addition to resolving problems of distressed shipping companies, she has been employed with new 
projects and new project finance.  These have included evaluation (asset valuation) of the fleets of FSU 
(Former Soviet Union) companies who were currently seeking to be privatized. 
 
Throughout her shipping career she has maintained detailed historical records of the charter markets 
and maintained close links with shipbrokers in order to ensure up-to-date information and to provide 
good chartering support to her clients.  In additional she has closely monitored the sale and purchase 
market and chartering market to evaluate opportunities both for purchase and disposal. 
 
It has been necessary for her to be involved at all stages of her career with the actual day-to-day fixing 
and running of vessels, and in making voyage estimates and understanding laytime calculations, and to 
be aware of the fixing negotiations being undertaken within her our own chartering department for the 
vessels under her company’s management. 
 
Throughout her career she has been involved in forecasting future market cycles and evaluating 
profitability using discounted cash flow technicques.  In this regard she is experienced in applying DCF to 
provide the computation of accelerated receipt for arbitration purposes.  
 
Because of her detailed knowledge of the market, she is frequently requested to present papers at 
industry seminars and conferences.  These presentations have covered dry cargo, product tankers crude 
oil and gas. 
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APPOINTMENTS AS AN EXPERT 
 
Jean Richards has given expert advice in more than 500 Maritime cases and has given evidence in 13 
International Jurisdictions including London (High Court and Arbitration) Hong Kong; Singapore; 
Australia; India; the USA; European countries and Scandinavia.  
 
Her evidence has covered a range of vessel types including tankers; drycargo; gas; cruise; ferry; offshore; 
chemical; refrigerated, and container.    
 
Her evidence is focused on commercial issues of quantum and acting as a shipping analyst and forensic 
accountant has provided assistance in a very wide range of disputes including; -newbuilding contracts; 
secondhand sales; bareboat charters; COA’s; consecutive voyages; period and trip timecharters; voyage 
charters and vessel management disputes. 
 
 
 


