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EXPERIENCE 
 

 
Drawing on what is now a total of in excess of 45 years shipbroking experience, over the last twenty 
years I have acted as an expert witness, or in a consultative capacity in about one hundred and eighty 
occasions.  
 
I have taken instructions from solicitors and Protection & Indemnity Associations in London, and wider 
in the U.K. (Newcastle and Ipswich); plus instructions from law firms and P & I Clubs in Australia, 
Belgium, Germany, Greece, Hong Kong, India, Monaco, Norway, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
People’s Republic of China, Russia, Singapore, Spain, Thailand and U.S.A. 
 
The vast majority of work, covering all types of dry cargo bulk carrier vessels from about 20,000tdw up 
to about 200,000tdw, has centered on research and global, chartering market analysis as the base 
towards the production of independent reports on quantum and/or charterparty interpretation and/or 
industry practice. I can provide comparative voyage estimates, plus analysis of voyage results, under 
both voyage and time charterparty terms. 
  
As an expert witness I have appeared many times before Tribunals at London Arbitration Hearings, 
also at U.K High Court proceedings; undergoing cross-examination in both cases. Likewise, I have 
appeared before formal proceedings overseas, including by video-link. 
 

Elected Baltic Exchange 1975. I am a supporting member of the LMAA and a Council member of BEWA. 
 
Valiant Shipping Company (London) Limited – 15 years 6 months 
Exclusive agents to the managers of a number of dry cargo bulk carriers in the ‘handymax’<‘post-
panamax’ size range, trading worldwide. Involved in all aspects of commercial operations, purchasing, 
sale & purchase, chartering, claims and disputes. 
 
Merit Maritime Ltd, London – 6 months 
Handysize<Supramax trades. Direct S Korean/Middle Eastern charterers/operators. 
 
J E Hyde & Co Ltd, London – 17 years 
Handysize grain to Egypt, plus Chinese Government cargoes. Concluded five-year, 20 shipment 
capesize iron ore Contract of Affreightment between Petrobras, Brazil, and Pont à Mousson, France. 
Exclusive London broker to Transbulk, Gothenburg, Sweden for 8 years: high-volume coal/ore 
timecharter operators of panamax vessels, also 40-50,000tdw and ‘baby capesize’ vessels. 
 
Direct broking for Barber Blue Sea, Oslo (liner-roro vessels), Secam, Paris (loggers.) C. Itoh (2-year steel 
pipe CoA Japan/Iran) – both handysize-supermax tonnage.  
 
Broking for exclusive account: Fednav Montreal, controlling 40+ vessels: ‘lakers’ and handy/supramax 
tonnage. Also, capesize vessel broking for Fednav, Montreal, owners of 3 capesize units.  
 
Project work, including preparation and presentation of discounted cash flow analyses.  
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BRUCE McDONALD cont’d 

 
LPG - Competitive and exclusive chartering business, (Bibby Line) for subsidiary J E Hyde (Gas) Ltd.  
 
Panamax chartering for exclusive Greek owner (Pappadakis/Kassian).  
 
Daily writing of the J E Hyde dry cargo market report.  
 
As Baltic Exchange Index panel members, daily submission of market freight rates.  
 
Director of J E Hyde & Co Ltd from 1988. 
 
 
J E Hyde & Co Pty Ltd, Johannesburg, South Africa – 3 years Managing Director. Opened new 
chartering office. Projects to establish timecharter operations against South African based dry bulk 
cargo CoA’s. 20,000tdw up to panamax. Optimization of carriage of break-bulk parcels with pre- 
existing, conference, and non-conference liner operations. 
 

 
J E Hyde & Co Ltd, London – 3 years Competitive New York “cable” broking. Promoted to exclusive 
broker to: 1. Secam, Paris – Hardwood logs plus outbound project & heavy-lift cargoes; 2. 
 
Shipowners, the Bibby Line, Liverpool, UK - then owning 13 vessels: from tweendeck/liner types, handy 
size and panamax up to 168,000tdw capesize bulk carriers. Plus car-carriers, LPG carriers, two oil-
tankers. 
 

 
Wallace Shipbrokers Ltd, London – 3 years Trainee Shipbroker. Competitive tweendeckers and 
loggers, trading worldwide. 
 


